LAC Project by Teve and Jekaterina

“Waste-Burning Talk”
Skimming through the Estonian environmental challenges, one very crucial fact hit our concernsbackyard waste burning. Also, it turns out that backyard waste burning is the main cause of forest
and field fires in Estonia. The project idea was to research main health and environmental impacts, as
well as local, national and international level legislation related to waste burning. For our project we
chose two research areas: one in the centre of Estonia Võhma and another one in North-East of
Estonia Sinimäe. In addition, we attempted to focus our project and promote sustainable St John’s
Day, where bonfire is a fundamental part of the celebration.

Learn Background research was divided into three parts:
legislation, health and environmental impacts. The survey was
undertaken with 30 respondents before the project initiation to
establish the rationale for ‘Waste- Burning Talk’.
Backyard waste burning is very harmful to the environment and
health, as it emits pollutants that impact the surroundings for
several hours and remain in soil, water, air for a long time after
burning. Burning the chemically treated materials can cause
severe health problems such as heart diseases, asthma and
emphysema, rashes, nausea, or headaches. Especially vulnerable
are small children, the elderly, people with pre-existing
respiratory conditions and pregnant women.
There are several waste related regulations and legislation in
Estonia. The Acts clearly show that Estonia is gaining more
control over its waste management. However, it is not enough to
stop illegal backyard waste burning.

Apply Evidential photographs and videos were taken
from different parts of Estonia. Public lecture was held
in Võhma, and important interviews were held with
local authorities and business holders in both research
areas. All proved there are still gaps in vigilance system,
lack of knowledge and underestimation of the
seriousness of environmental and health impacts
caused by backyard waste burning.

Communicate We aimed to make a change on grassroots
level by talking to people, making presentations and
interviewing. The final communication stage consisted of
presenting our findings and concerns in the local media,
where we engaged backyard waste burning with Saint John’s
celebrations that take place every year on 23rd of June.
Although our initial plan was to issue leaflets, the article
seemed more sustainable and easier way to reach local
people.

Uncontrolled burning of non-segregated domestic waste and subsequent release of toxic and
dangerous by-products cause environmental pollution and impact human health.

